
By Emily Charrier-Botts
Index-Tribune Staff Writer

As the Index-Tribune’s 
entertainment reporter, 
few things on Sonoma’s 
annual event calendar 
evoke as much excite-
ment for me as the annual 
Sonoma International 
Film Festival. While the 
long weekend of films 
officially began Thursday, 
April 7, the experience 
for me began more than a 
month ago.

For the past few weeks, 
I’ve spent nearly every 
moment I’m not at work 
hunkered on my couch 
watching screeners of 
films to be shown at the 
14th annual Sonoma Inter-
national Film Festival. 
While I have not seen all 
of the 80-plus films to be 
shown this weekend, I 
have seen a healthy selec-
tion of feature films and 
documentaries and will 
be sharing my thoughts 
here.

My pick for best com-
edy would easily be the 
whimsical and absurd 
“Lutefisk Wars,” writ-
ten and directed by David 
E. Hall and Christopher 
Panneck. Hot plates, 
Norwegian mafia feuds 
and fish combine in this 

silly cinematic experi-
ence that takes audiences 
deep into rural North 
Dakota (don’tcha know). 
An unsuspecting amateur 
cook finds himself in the 
middle of a centuries-old 
feud between warring 
sides of the Norwegian 
mafia. Like me, you may 
ask yourself: Norway has 
a mafia? As the film notes, 
“Like most Norwegians, 
they like to keep a low 
profile and avoid making 
eye contact.” 

The oddities begin when 
a strange man knocks 
on frozen food deliv-
eryman Karl Larsen’s 

(Stewart Skelton) door 
and promptly dies in his 
kitchen. Soon Larsen, his 
fiancée and the entire 
town of Newford, N.D., is 
entrenched in a heated 
mafia dispute over an 
ancient recipe for lutefisk, 
a popular Norwegian dish 
made from fish soaked in 
lye. Yummy. 

“You have to soak 
(lutefisk) in lots and lots 
of butter just to wash the 
taste away,” said Panneck, 
a North Dakota native 
who enjoyed diving into 
the vast oddities of the 
Norwegian culture while 
making the film. “We 

really tried to find things 
that were specific to the 
culture.” 

The film, made in a moc-
kumentary style, invokes 
obvious comparisons to 
the hit Coen Brothers film 
“Fargo,” another mystery 
set in North Dakota. 
While the film is not quite 
as clever, it does offer 
strong performances from 
a cast expertly portraying 
no-nonsense Midwestern-
ers, some of whom were 
found in North Dakota.  

“We tried to use as 

Emily’s Film Fest ‘Flick Picks’

By David Bolling
Index-Tribune editor

There will be no attempt by the 
City of Sonoma to impose a build-
ing code moratorium that could 

block Staples from opening a new 
14,400-square-foot store in the for-
mer Holder Ford building on West 
Napa Street.

That was the unanimous deci-
sion of the Sonoma City Council 
Monday night following a lengthy 
public hearing at which 20 peo-
ple spoke, nine of whom clearly 
opposed letting a Staples store 
into town.

Paul Martin, who said he was 
one of 59 people who signed a let-
ter opposing the Staples Store, 
admitted, “I like Staples. I shop 
at Staples online.” But, Martin 
hastened to add, “That’s not what 
this is about. It’s about whether 
there is a process in place for the 
public to weigh in – is it good, is 
it bad? It’s about, do we have a 
small town that we love and how 

do we preserve it?”
But Bonnie Krupp expressed 

the opinion that, “Maybe if we 
increase the tax revenue we’ll get 
some potholes fixed around here 
… It’s not very green to drive 
all the way to Napa for office  

Takes no action
on store opening
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See Staples, A9

Council rejects Staples moratorium

Film Festival
continues
through Sunday

See Film, back page

Submitted photo
“Lutefisk Wars” is a comedy in which an unsuspecting amateur cook finds himself 
in the middle of a centuries-old feud between warring sides of the Norwegian mafia.
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By David Bolling 
and Bill Lynch
Index-Tribune

Memorial services for 
Mitch Mulas, who died 
March 31 following com-
plications from heart 

Mulas 
memorial 
set for 
Tuesday

See Mulas, A11

Weather
Gen. Vallejo Home
Date	 Hi	 Lo	R n
Tues., 4/5	 70	 44	 –
Wed., 4/6	 65	 39	 –
Thurs., 4/7	 56	 41	 –
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FORECAST
FRI.

Scattered 
showers

Hi 61°/Lo 39°

SUN.

Mostly 
sunny

Hi 64°/Lo 44°

SAT.

Partly 
cloudy

Hi 65°/Lo 42°

MON.

Partly 
cloudy

Hi 65°/Lo 41°

Kathleen Hill:
Sante only 
Valley 
restaurant 
in Chron’s 
top 100 B1

Season to date, 31 inches. Last season to 
date is 20 inches. Normal to Mar. 31 is 24.38 
inches. Daily rainfall totals gathered at 4 p.m. 
and reflect the previous 24 hours. Courtesy 
State Dept. Parks & Recreation.

By Emily Charrier-Botts
Index-Tribune Staff Writer

Sonoma Valley High School senior 
Austin Rose, 18, has made it his per-
sonal mission to spread awareness 
about poverty in Africa, organizing 

numerous events at Sonoma Valley 
High School. On Tuesday, he and 
about two dozen friends wanted to 
take part in the international “One 
Day Without Shoes” campaign, but 
found his efforts thwarted by mem-
bers of the school’s administration, 
who cited concerns over health and 
safety issues.

“It just shows complete intoler-
ance and that’s ridiculous. That’s 
not what they should be teaching,” 
Rose said.

“One Day Without Shoes” is an 

international effort sponsored by 
TOMS Shoes to remind people that 
the simple things they take for 
granted are luxuries for many in 
developing nations. Many children 
in impoverished countries across 
the world walk barefoot for miles 
to get water, attend school or find 
food – putting them at risk for inju-
ry or disease. The campaign, which 

One day without shoes
Day without shoes
equals day 
without school

See Without, A9

By Bill Hoban
Index-Tribune 
MANAGING EDITOR

Juan and Maria Cha-
varria are waiting to find 
out how much of their 
loss insurance will cover 
after they were burned 
out of their Park Tree 
Lane duplex on March 26.

The Chavarrias and 
two of their daughters, 
16-year-old Fernanda and 
10-year-old Liceth, were 
burned out of the home 
the couple has owned for 
the past 19 years. Their 
challenge is compounded 
by the fact that Juan, who 
was a cook for 23 years, 
was laid off from his job 
in September. The family 
is existing on his unem-
ploy ment checks and 
the income Maria earns 
working at the Commu-
nity Child Care Council 
at Sassarini Elementary.

The Chavarrias are 
unsure what their insur-
ance will cover since they 
were in the process of re-
adjusting their mortgage 
when the fire occurred.

For the time being, the 
family is split up with 
Maria, Fernanda and 
Liceth staying with one 
set of relatives while 

By Emily Charrier-Botts
Index-Tribune Staff Writer

During an information-
al meeting Tuesday night, 
neig hbors of  Sonoma 
Valley Hospital heard an 
updated report on con-
struction plans for the 
building to be added to the 
hospital. Architects and 
contractors explained the 
details of the project and 
answered questions from 
attendees, most of which 
revolved around parking.

T h e  new  t wo - s t or y 
building, to be construct-
ed in the hospital’s west-
ern parking lot, will house 
the emergency depart-
ment on the bottom floor, 
with operating suites 
located upstai rs.  T he 
space will also include 
more room for visitors in 

Family
tries to
recover
after fire

Hospital, 
neighbors 
discuss
project

Waiting to see
what insurance
company does

Details of new 
hospital building

See Recover, A6

See Hospital, A6

Dunbar raises 
money for field trips
Students, staff run in
Wednesday Jog-a-Thon

A2

First responders
drill at Infineon
Mock terrorist attack
during weekend event A3

J.M. 
Berry
Saturday 
concert to 
benefit the 
Shop       B2

Robbi Pengelly/Index-Tribune
Sonoma Valley High School senior Austin Rose, 18, spent Tuesday barefoot as part of the “One Day Without 
Shoes,” campaign raising the ire of administrators, who said the campaign violated the school’s dress code.


