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Arhor Day
festivities

City, groups to plant
tree on Friday

A2
Garden work
at Altimira
Volunteers help with
garden planting

A3

Baseball Dragons
fall to Vintage

Will host Dublin

Friday night A5

Would-be robbers
flee without loot

Two armed males try
to rob market Saturday

J.M.
Berry:

Mid-week
music
scene

A9

Chamber hosts

Business Expo
Held Thursday at the
Sonoma Valley Veterans
Memorial Building

A8
[ATRcTs JGTATS[> P ]
[m] EOLN G0l
[PIa[R[A[BlolL]A[s I CTA]
BRI ettt P l
- TUZZICS
[alc[a1[n[s|T]T[n[E|clLlo[c]
[R[H[T[NTolls [H[o[> MR o]
(PlalilA[T[e BRI [G[s]
e e
| 5l7]6|1]9]4[8]3[2
[l 1]2]8|7|6|3]9[4]5
hnDBBNBED
6[1|7]4|8]9|5][2(3
ST e[ 2 e]e
7]9l2]3]5|8l4l1]6 Als
Weather
Gen. Vallejo Home
Date Hi Lo Rn
Fri., 3/4 64 35 -
Sat., 3/5 67 35 -
Sun., 3/6 57 53 .8
Mon., 3/7 58 42 24

Season to date, 23.47 inches. Last season
to date is 19.23 inches. Normal to Mar. 31 is
24.38 inches. Daily rainfall totals gathered
at 4 p.m. and reflect the previous 24 hours.
Courtesy State Dept. Parks & Recreation.
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Entertainment.....................
Glen Ellen News ..
Kids’ writing corner.......... Al5

Obituaries ......ceeeee.
Opinion & Editorial
Public Notices...............
Puzzles.............
Puzzle solutions ..
Sonoma Services.
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Staples to occupy former Holder building

easy’ to Sonoma. We can confirm that

Opening is scheduled

for later this year
By Bill Lynch

INDEX-TRIBUNE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF & PUBLISHER

Staples Inc., the world’s largest office
products company, plans to open a
14,000-square-foot store in Sonoma at
West Napa Street and Riverside Drive in
the building most recently occupied by
Holder Ford. The store opening is sched-

uled for sometime later this year.

a lease was signed for the property on
West Napa Street, and we are expecting
to open the store late this year pending

the permitting process.”

The building has been virtually vacant
since Ford closed Holder’s agency last

year.

Matt Navarro, regional vice president,
Northern/Central California for Staples,

said, “Staples is excited to bring ‘a little

See Staples, A8

According to David Goodison, city of
Sonoma planning director, a retail store
such as Staples is a conforming use and
does not require planning commission
approval. The city is currently review- |
ing the remodeling plans submitted by L

Bill Hoban/Index-Tribune

STAPLES WILL OPEN an outlet later this year in the for-

mer Holder Ford building.

Internet photo

SUSAN SARANDON will be honored with the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Sonoma International Film Festi-

val.

Film Fest to honor Sarandon

Will receive Lifetime

Achievement Award

By Emily Charrier-Botts
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Few in Hollywood have accom-
plished as much as Susan Sarandon.
The screen siren burst into the
public’s eye in the 1960s and has
captured our imagination ever
since with strong performances in
character-driven roles.

Sarandon has been named the
recipient of the 14th annual Sonoma
International Film Festival’s Life-

time Achievement Award. The trib-
ute takes place on Saturday, April 9,
during the festival, which runs from
April 6 to 10 and includes about 90
independent films.

“She’s a person who'’s a social
activist, and some one who has con-
ducted her private life in an admira-
ble fashion,” said festival Executive
Director Kevin McNeely.

Sarandon immediately set herself
apart from the pack with her break-
out role in the cult classic “The
Rocky Horror Picture Show.” Her
career instantly became as fiery as
her signature red hair as she went
after powerful female roles in films

such as “The Witches of Eastwick,”
“Thelma and Louise” and “Loren-
70’s Oil.” Her illustrious career has
been honored with one Oscar win
for the 1995 film “Dead Man Walk-
ing” along with four other Oscar
nominations. She has also been a
major fixture in smaller art films,
such as “Igby Goes Down,” making
her a natural fit for the festival’s
focus on independent films.

She is only the second person hon-
ored with the Lifetime Achievement
Award, following in the footsteps of

See Sarandon, A12

Service industry biggest employer

County report
looks at Sonoma’s

past and future

By Emily Charrier-Botts
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Part two of two.

Not surprisingly, the recession hit
Sonoma hard, sending property val-
ues plunging while the unemploy-
ment rate quadrupled.

That’s part of the picture emerg-

ing from data collected by the Sono-
ma County Economic Development
Board (EDB) and reported in its
“City of Sonoma: Local Economic
Report.” Sonoma was one of nine
cities where the EBD complied data
on economic, real estate, education
and demographic changes during
the past decade, while also making
some predictions for where the city
will be in 2014.

Despite the recession, median
household income rose during the
first decade of the new century, from
just over $50,000 in 2000 to $66,263
in 2009. That figure is expected

to increase by 4.1 percent by 2014.
Between 2000 and 2009, the number
of households that make less than
$35,000 fell 12 percent while the
number of residents who make more
than $100,000 grew by 12.1 percent.
The report showed how Sonoma’s
seasonally adjusted unemployment
rate climbed from a low of 2 per-
cent in 2001 to a high of 9 percent in
2009, with the biggest change com-
ing between 2007 and 2009 as the
recession unfolded across America.

See Service, A12

Springs
facade
program
gels more
funding

RAC puts
additional
$575K into
program

By Bill Hoban
INDEX-TRIBUNE
MANAGING EDITOR

The Sonoma County
Redevelopment Agency
will put another $575,000
in the pot for facade
improvement and com-
mercial rehabilitation
projects in the Springs
Redevelopment Area.

The Springs Rede-
velopment Area is on
both sides of Highway
12 from Verano Avenue
to Agua Caliente Road
and includes a stretch of
Boyes Boulevard west to
Railroad Avenue.

About 18 months ago,
the Springs Redevelop-
ment Advisory Commit-
tee started the facade
improvement and com-
mercial rehabilitation
program with an initial
pool of $500,000, plus
$75,000 for design and
other costs. The program
has been so popular that
the committee is putting
an additional $575,000
into the program.

But before adding more
money to the pool, the
committee wants to make
sure that some of the
more blighted storefronts
and lots are included. To
that end, the county’s
Redevelopment Agency
will put together a work-
shop and invite Springs
business owners and
building owners to see
what’s available.

One potential recipient
has already stirred some
controversy just by apply-
ing. Committee member
Donna Hays was incensed
that the Fairmont Sono-
ma Mission Inn had
applied for $15,000 under
the program. At Thurs-
day night’s meeting,
Hays passed out pictures
of storefronts that she
thought should be tar-
geted.

See Springs, A12

Peace Corps celebrates 50th anniversary

Numerous Valley
residents have
been volunteers

By Emily Charrier-Botts
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Over the years, dozens
of Valley residents have
served in the Peace Corps,
giving two years to help a
developing nation while
gaining a unique under-
standing of life outside
America.

To mark the 50th
anniversary of the Peace
Corps, established by
executive order from Pres-
ident John F. Kennedy on
March 1, 1961, the Sonoma
City Council proclaimed
March as Peace Corps
Month during its meeting
Monday night.

The move offered a
moment of pride for those
who served, are serving or

Submitted photo

LUCY WEIGER (left) with Shirley Temple Black, who was the ambassador to Ghana
when Weiger served in the Peace Corps from 1974-76.

are soon to serve. While
they work in different
corners of the world doing
different jobs, from health
care to education to com-
munity development, all
share a unique experience
that forever changes their
perspective on the world.

Lucy Weiger was fresh
out of college with a
degree in environmental
sciences when she signed
up for the Peace Corps in
1973. “The Vietnam War
was still on and I didn’t
feel it was right that guys
served and girls did noth-
ing,” she said, adding
that she applied to work
in Ghana. “I wanted to do
something as extreme as
possible. I didn’t want to
go to Europe like everyone
else.”

She served in Ghana
from 1974 to ’76, where

See Anniversary, A14



